BAPTISTERY OF SAN GIOVANNI IN LATERAN, ROME.
FHOTOS^AFrt BY AUKARI.ntium gained new glory by withstanding for two years the assaults of Philip of Macedon. Thanks to the eloquence of Demosthenes, Athens sent help in the shape of ships and men, and, in commemoration of a night attack of the Macedonians successfully foiled by the opportune rising of the moon, Byzantium placed upon her coins the crescent and the star, which for four centuries and a half have been the familiar symbols of Turkish sovereignty. Byzantium grew rich on commerce. It was the port of call at which every ship entering or leaving the Bosphorus was bound to touch; no craft sailed the Euxine without paying dues to the city at its mouth. Polybius, in a very interesting passage,* points out how Byzantium occupied " the most secure and advantageous position of any city in our quarter of the world, as far as the sea is concerned." Then he continues:
